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De defign of the argument, 
Mb ; 


1 intention of theſe pages, 
'T; 
d 


is to ſhew, that Oaths in com- 

mon converſation are immo- 
ral. In this performance, no very 
particular notice will be taken of thoſe 
idle excreſcences of language, which 
regard Oaths, or expreſſions in the 
form of Oiths, made by any otber be- 
ing or thing beſides a Supreme Being. 
When theſe are conſidered formally, 
they are oaths which expreſs Idolatry : 
becauſe, no being but God is the pro- 
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per object of an appeal, that is to give 
Force to an affirmation or denial. It is 
therefore idolatrous to ſwear by my 
Lady, by the Maſs, by the Heavens, by 
my Stars, by George, or the like. Theſe 
forms of expreſſion ate vain or impious ; 
as they cither can have no meaning, or 
a bad one. If they have no meaning, 
thoſe who uſe them do abuſe Speech, 
which was given to man, in order to 
expreſs reaſon, truth, juſt-ſentiment ! 
And if they have any meaning, they 
are idolatrous, as they have the form 


of an Oath.— With theſe I ſhall have 


no particular or direct concern; be- 
cauſe, if the reaſoning will but con- 
| vince of the true nature and ſolemnity 


of an Oath, I am opinion, men will 


ty. But if it does not convince of the 
ſolemnity of an Oath, and the unfit- 
neſs of its being taken in common 
converſation, I deſpair of any remedy 
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Ne desen 3 
from it, in the caſe of petty, . ae 
baſe forms of ſwearing... 

Brevity is ſtudied in the 3 
for the ſake of its being the more 
ſpread in Society; Or, the more uni- 
verſally read: for there are ſuppoſed to 
be but few common ſwearert, who. 
will take muck * for their own 
conviction. 

It has nothing of part in it; and 
ſort of men, who chuſe to examine 
it. 

I would alſo obſerve, as to the pro- 
ſecution of the argument, that thoſe 
truths which are generally known and 
acknowledged, are laid -down as firſt 
principles, without referring to hiſto- 
ncal teſtimony : It being ſuppoſed, that 
no man of ſenſe would require ſuch 
teſtimony in ſupport of this / aſſertion, 
namely, that men in Spaun or in France, 
have appetites. and paſſions ſimilar to 
men in Great- Britain. 
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In a word, the argument is con- 
ducted by a train of dependent propo- 
fitions ; ſupported and explained with- 
out any ſophiſtry, or intention to deceive- 
And may be conſidered as giving the 
reaſen of the Statute-law, enacted this 


Seffion of Parliament, againſt prophane 
Swearing. 


The method in which the argu- 
ment lies, is, as follows 


UMAN Society cannot ſublil 
without laws. Mt, 

Civil laws muſt have reſpect to men's 
words, as well as ations. 

| Laws cannat operate without a pro- 
per executive power: 

The 1 muſt have a 
method of proceſs that will ſecure its 
authority; and that is, by Oarh. 
| The true nature and "ens 
Oath, 

Not to be taken, but in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances as will aſcertain the ſolem- 
nity of it. | The 


utmoſt energy to human laws. 

Oaths cannot be lawful, but when 
legally demanded ; or, when ſome ſpc» 
cial and iniportant Service # others is 
intended by them. 

. 

ty of Speech ; eſpecially, as they con- 
vey very 
God ! 
They can add no weight to a - man's 
authority, or influence. 

Prophane Swearing is an impeach 
ment of a man's honefly. . 


In proportion to the queries; 25 


in any Country, may be eſtimated the 


chat Country. 
e Oaths are dire immora- 


lities, as they do manifeſt injury to 


others; 
No provocation can | therefere vn 
fy hoon eo, 
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Human Society cannot aue with. 
cut laws. 


UMAN Society cannot ſub6iſt, 

nor its welfare be ſecured with- 
out law, order, government.—for, from. 
mens paſſions becoming turbulent and 
outragious, diſorder and confuſion would 
foon take place, were it not for reftrain- 
ing laws, with their ſanctions and penal- 
ties, And hence it has been, that 
thoſe who have ſhewn a reverence of 
law, as framed and enacted for public 
order, and utility, have- been juſtly 
eſteemed good members of civil Society ; 
and have deſerved the protection and 
approbation of Government. 


Civil laws muſt bave reſpet to 
mens words, as well as actions. 

As civil laws have reſpe&t to the 

peffions of men, and are to 

curb and reſtrain them; ſa they muſt 

take cognizance of the manner 1n 


which the paſſions expreſs themſelves. 


But 
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But words, or human ſpeech is one way, 
and uſually the fir ff way, of expreſſing 
the paſſions ; and by which men may in 
reality, 'provoRe and injure one another, 
as by their actions: therefore it is that 
civil laws have took cognizance * 
mens words. 


Laws cannot operate without 8 
Government ſuppoſeth order ; what 


therefore hath been found neceflary to 


preſerve civil order, muſt be eſteemed 


ſacred among men. But the execu- 


tion of law, is as neceſſary as the 


law itſelf ; becauſe without it, law has 


no manner of force or efficacy. There 


muſt then be certain perſons appointed 


by the Legiſlative, or regal power to 


put in execution ſuch laws as are enac- 


ted; which cannot be the Province f 
every man, or of any but of thoſe who 


are thus appointed ; becauſe this would 
introduce the utmoſt confufion, | 


The 


this, the reaſon of the law that puniſh- 


tion, that appeals 
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The executive power muſt have a 
method of proceſs, that will ſecure 
its Authority z and that is, by 
OaTh, 

If certain magiſtrates are appointed 
to put the Laws in excution, they muſt 
have ſome rules of judicial proceſs; 
fuch, whereby they may examine into 
any complaints or grievances ;. in order 
that.they may determine. legally about 
the demerit of the injurious ; and may 
give Sentence accordingly. In doing 


eth, muſt appear; as well as the Au- 


tbority of the Magiſtrate, who pro- 


nounceth Sentence. 
But inaſmuch as Magiſtracy, has not 
been qualified to look into the hearts 
of men ; Civil Laws have generally 
provided, as a remedy of this imperfec- 
ſhould be made by 
the Witneſs, in giving judicial teſti- 
mony, to a ſupreme, invincible being, 
And have determined the ſtrength of 
evidence 
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evidence to lie in ſuch appeals. This, 


I apprehend, gives us the proper origia 
and foundation of Oaths. 


The true nature and defign of an 
Oath. 


An Oath is a judicial digs iv 


Society, in determinations about life or 


property, in any diſputable caſe, or 
when the laws of one's 


Country demand 
it. Or elſe, in giving Security to the 


State, or civil Magiſtrate of our feal- 


ty and obedience.— And it is a ſolemn 
appeal to God, as a competent judge of 


the Sincerity of him who ſweareth; 


and ſuppoſeth the Being he ſweareth - 


by, to be the avenger of falſebood. 80 
that an Oath gives a religious aid to 
human laws and good government, 


"oe 
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ſſear by; and have a 


more 
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An Ozth is not to be taken, but in 
ſuch circumſtances as ſhall aſcer- 
tain the Solemnity of it. 

In the adminiſtration of Oaths, all good 
ts have ſuppoſed, that men 
who ſwear, dobelieve in the being they 
ſupreme reverence 
of that being; otherwiſe, it will have no 
energy than a bare affirmation or 


denial, And moreover, ſome particular 


forms have uſually been preſcribed, that 


have been thought moſt ſuitable to pre- 


| ſerve the awful folemnity of an Oath, 


as Britiſh-Chriſtians, kiſs che Goſpels 


e ragen of this, is, its giving 

the utmoſt energy to buman laws. 
An Oath is allowed, by the com- 
mon conſent of all ages and nations, to 
be more than a bare affirmation or denial 
of a thing. For tho' truth is Sacred 
when expreſſed in the common forms 
of Speech, yet there is an awfulneſi 
and * given to a declaration, 
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Prophane Swearing Immoral, 11 
when made in the form of a judicial 
appeal to the great Gad] confidered ag 
the judge of the heart, and openly cal- 
led upon to be the avenger of falſe. 
hood. An Oath is therefore a form 
of Speech that is peculiarly religious and 
facred : which peculiarity appears, from 
its giving the utmoſt energy and force 
to human laws, in which orbers are 
concerned, and in ARR 


very important ſeaſe...,, | 2 


Oaths cannot be lawful, but when 
kgaly demandes; or, when Jome 
Shecial and important Service. 1 
others is intended by them, 


An Oath can never be fitly taken, 
but when legally demanded, or when 
the good of others is to be ſerved by it: 
ſoraſmuch as it would be to prophane 
and deftroy the religion or the ſacredneſs 
of an Oath, to ſwear on any other occa- 
ſion. Men muſt not ſwear in common, 
converſation, becauſe there is nothing 
more certain than that the doing ſo 
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implies a want of reverence of the bes — 


ing, which men ſwear by. But a re- 
verence of God, is the only univerſal 
principle that can ſecure the mind of 
man from the force of temptation, in 
every poſſible circumflance. Nothing 
ſhort of this can keep him bone, no- 
Jeſt and patient, under every tempta- 
tion or provocation. But inaſmuch 


| #s Honeſty, modeſty and patience ate 


indiſpenſably requiſite to the peace, 
welfare, and good order of Society; 
whatever will abate or weaken that 
principle on which theſe virtues ſup- 


port, muſt be vitious and impious. 


Since therefore prophane ſwearing 
implies a want ef reverente of God, 
it muſt be an unlawful, a wicked prac- 
tice; in the ſenſe of all good govern- 
ments, as well as in the reaſon and na- 


ture of the thing itſelf. 
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ed valid, but upon oath, This is ma- 
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Propbane Oaths deſtrey the propri> 


The e retro üg en — 
rity of ſpeech which ſhould be preſerv- 
ed, and the dignity of human - nature 
demands it. Man is made for truth ; 
and he ſhould ſhew that he is ſo, by 
the conſtant veneration he has for it, in 
his common converſation. - He-is t6 
conſider the claim that his fellow-crea- 
tures all have to truth, whenever he 
affirms or denies, 80 that he is not to 
make his common converſation to re. 


ſemble the language of a judicial- 
court, where evidence is not to beallow ff 


nifeſly to pervert the deſign of Speech, 
and to deſtroy its purity and fimplicity ; 
— mumen 

Befdes, prophane Onths ordinarily 


ſupply the want of ſenſe; and are de- | 
ined 


u Wr 

ſigned to give a grace to the moſt hate- 
ful ſentiment. 80 that one might ask 
the prophane fwearer, whether he 
would not be aſhamed. to publiſh his 


converſation from the preſs ? whether 


he would not bluſh at his own ſtupi- 


unpiety ? 

What if a man ſhould frequently 
intermix in his expreſſions the name of 
Jobn Styles; and ſwear by this name 
to eyety thing, or any thing he ſaid? 
would it not be natural to ask him, 
what be meant ? why he called upon 
Fobn Styles ſo often to be his witneſs ? 
whether Jahn was ſuch a familiar ge- 
nius to him, as to be the pleaſing wit- 
neſs of ever idle, non- ſenſical, impure, 
unjuſt, and vile declaration? What a 
nation ſhould we have of Jobn Styles * 
we ſhould think him as Glly and ſtupid 


a being, - as he who ſwore by him. 
Juſt ſo it is with the prophane man 
who ſwears. by his maker H- Onths 
n deſtroy the n "4 

ſpeecl 


dity, and abhor himſelf far his own 
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 Prophane Swearing Immoral. 15 
ſpeech, when uſed in common con- 
verſation, as t 


hey nvey - . and 
diſhonourable ideas of God ! which" is 
W rr * 


Prop bane — can add no 
_ weight to 4 W 
Influence. 3 
* We very” dg ada H 
among men, both by ſea and land, 
chat prophane Oaths add to the Autho- 
rity of him, who has the command 
over, or the direction of others. 86 
that ſome have imagined oath nieceſſa« 
ry in the command of Soldiers and Sai- 
lors. But this is a very falſe opinion, 
becauſe the perſons commanded are uſu- 
ally as-FFee with their oaths, as thoſe who 
* = — — wed 
thus wird his language upon a level 
with the vileſt of the men under him. 
The above imagination is therefore as 
wild as that of u Carman, or Drayman, 


who wilt" tell you, that" his Poe 
would 
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would not draw ſo well, if he was not 
to ſwear at, and damn them And 
indeed to ſuppoſe that Oaths and Curſes 
are requiſite to enforce authority over 
mankind, has tuch the ſame reaſon 
1 it——=$0 thatif men ard fo far de- 
baſed, it muſt be an irrational, a baſe 
compliance in any, to affront his 
maker | to violate the laws of civil ſo- 
ciety ! in order, to give weight to his 
own credit or authority among thoſe, 
who are to the loweſt degree brutaliz- 
ed. Whereas, if Superiors would but 
be honeſt, and diſcover truth in all 
would be, at Jeaſt, as emphatical in 
the ears of the hardened flave, or 
the greateſt drudge, only by the vigor 
of the cadence, or pronunciation of 
the voice —And I doubt not but that 
there are ſome inſtances, both in the 
army and feet, where the Authority, 
| bs perhaps not lefs, but greater, though 
Oaths are not in uſe to give force o 
een, 
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be necefſiry to Oaths having greater 
weight in the mouth of an officer than 
his affirmation, Cc. namely, that none 
of his common or private men, under 
him, were allowed any imitation of 
him ; for, whilſt Oaths are common, 
they cannot add the /zaff weight to 
authority. Moreover, the ſenſe of the 
civil Laws, is, that prophane Oaths are 
impieties, and not fit to give any force 
to human authority; becauſe the Ma- 
giſtrate is eſteemed much more crimi- 
nal than the common people, if he 
ſwears prophanely. Oaths therefore in 
the ſenſe of Law, do diminiſh, but can 
add no weight to perſonal authority, 


© Prophane fwearing is an impeach- 
ment of a man's honefly. Þ 

No poſlible reaſon can be aſſigned 
for the uſe of an Oath by any man, in 
common ' converſation, if he knows 
that he has a juſt claim to credit with- 
out it, But ſwearing is an explicite 
acknowledgment, that his bare affirma- 
D tion 
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tion or denial was thought by him in. 
ſufficient ; he durſt not venture the 
force of his language without ſwearing , 
his affirmation. or denial had loſt its 
claim to credit. This is the moſt na- 
tural interpretation of an Oath in com- 
mon ſpeech. But if the man's word is 
not to be relied upon, an Oath will not 
give him any more credit: On tbe con- 
_ trary, it muſt greatly /eſſen the reputa- 
tion of his integrity ; as it demonſtrates 
his «want of piety : for no man's honefly 
can be relied upon, who ſhews an open 
irreverence of his Maker o that 
want of piety, or ſwearing prophanely, 
is an impeachment of a man's bonefy. 
And this argument will ſupport itſelf 
on the reaſon of the thing; for if a 
man ſhouldſplead that he has an abhor- 
rence of doing any wrong, in his deal- 
ings, to any man; yet, if he himſelf 
was continually cheating the King of 
- bis Cuſtoms, he would forfeit his claim 
to the character of an honeſt man: 
much more is he unworthy the che- 

rafter, 
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racter, who renders not what is due to 
his Maker. It follows, by a parity of 
reaſon, that a man, whoſe conſcience 
will ſuffer him to take wnlawful free- 
doms with that being, whom he owns 
as his creator; will have nothing, as a 
principle, that can hinder his making 
very free with the rights and claimsof 
his fellow- creatures; i. e. when he 
can do it without obſervance, and 
with ſecurity to his reputation. This is 
but to conclude from the greater to the 
ſs; which is allowed to be good rea- 
ſoning in all kinds of moral argument. 
And before any man pretends to claim 
the character of an honeſt man, though 
he ſwears prophanely ; let him acquit 
himſelf of all unjuft freedoms with men, 
in ſpeech as well as actions. Is there 
not too much truth in the obſervation, 
that he who ftvears prophanely, will lie 
alſo? And a hir * be an 
honeſt man. 


e In 
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In proportion, then, to the quan- 
tity of prophane ſwearing, in any 
Country, may be eſtimated the ir- 
regularity of the human paſſions in 
that Country. | 

From the premiſes, Oaths are prov- 

ed to be unlawful and impious, when 
uſed in common converſation. ' They 
muſt then be expreſſive of irregula- 
_ rity in the human paſſions: ' becauſe 
Speech is the index of the heart, or 
mind of man, If therefore there be 
an irregularity" in Speech, the heart, 
the ſeat of the paſſions muſt be irre- 
gular, Oaths therefore, in ordinary 
diſcourſe, will diſcover either the 
pride, the vanity, the anger and 
rage, or the fury of ſome other paſ- 


ſion. And what can be thought 
of the man who makes God his 
equal, his familiar, by bringing him 
in as a witneſs to his 4%, his anger, 
his folly ? when if he had any juſt no. 
tons of God, he would . 
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that he abhors and will puniſh him for 
all thoſe vile things he calls upon him 
to witneſs, And this ignorance of 
God, will imply an ignorance of him- 
ſelf; and be an undeniable evidence of 
his neglect of his own Spirit: and 
conſequently, - of the irregularity of 
his paſſions, It will therefore follow, 
by a fair deduction, that the quantity of 
moral evil of one kind or another, or the 


quantity of irregularity in the human 


paſſions, may be. eſtimated by the 
quantity of prophane ſwearing in any 
country; for tho' every man who pro- 
phanely ſwears, is not, equally vitious, ' 
or univerſally ſo ; yet the irregularity 
of his paſſions, in ſome ſort, will bear a 


proportion. 


Prophane Oaths are direct Immo- 
ralittes, as they do manifeſt In. 
Jury to others. 


He who ſwears in common con- 
rerſation, breaks the peace of our Sove. 
reign Lord the Xing; by diſturbing the 

quict 
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quiet, and by ruffling the Spirits of his 
Fellow- Subjects z even of . al ſuch, 
who have a reverence of God's 
Name, and dare not take it in vain, 
But no man, however exalted his 
ſtation, has a right to rob another of 
his peace and-quiet, any more than he 
has a right to invade his Property of 
any other kind. It will not be of 
any avail, that the prophane Swearer 
ſhould plead, that he delivers his Oaths 
without the leaſt uneaſy emotion, 
And that he has no intention to break 
the peace, or do hurt to any; for it is 
certain, that he is guilty ;——ay, and 
will be fo, as long as there ate Men 
found in Society, who are rational, 
who follow Nature, who are modeſt, 
who have good Senſe, or who under- 
ſtand the fir/# relation they have to 
God. The prophane Swearer will 
therefore be chargeable with vile, in- 
moral Conduct, as he wantonly com- 
mits an outrage on the peace of his 


Neighbour ; " Wing his Mind with 
| horror 


Prophane Swearing Immoral. 33 
horror ! throwing him into a tremor ! 
And this the modeſt, pious Perſon can- 
not any ways help, whilſt he retains a 
reverence of his Maker, It will 
therefore be neceſſary, that the fro- 
phane Swwearer be firſt well affured, 
that no one, in his hearing, will be of- 
fended at him, before he ventures to 
pour out his Oaths,——-If he does 
not take this Care, he is guilty of 
breaking the peace of his Sovereign, by 
an aſſault committed upon the minds 
Let any one, who underſtands human 
nature, conſider how the animal frame 
may be, and frequently is impreſſed by 
any thing that preſents the mind with 
an horrible Idea! and he muſt confeſs 
that this will be the effect of ſwearing 
prophanely, upon great numbers z. 
coaſequently, it eee Immonlity 
in any to ſwear prophanely. 
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No provocation can therefore vin. 


dicate or juſtify prophane Swear- 


ing. 


an be ated is woes 


to give ſpirit and vigor to a reſent- 
ment, it is impious and immoral ; be- 
cauſe it will then imply fury and ven- 


geance : But in the ſenſe of all good 


Governments, no man is to be his own 
_ evenger,—— He muſt make his Com- 
peal to the Laws of his Country. And 
if the provocations are ſuch, that thoſe 


Laws do not take cognizance of them, 


he muſt break their force, by ſincerely 
aſking bis Maker to forgive the offen- 
der. And upon this foundation  onh 
can his appeal lie to the God of Hea- 
ven! who will avenge the Injuries done 
him upon the obſtinate offender, But, 
by no means, muſt any man dare to 
appeal to God, to direct his Vengeance, 
even on his enemy; ſince all Men 
were deſign'd for happineſs as well as 

himſelf: 


(25) 

himſelf : and therefore no Oath muſt 
ever be uſed, in common converſa.. - 
tion, upon any provocation, to give 
Vigor and Force to human Reſentment 
of any injury that is done us. This is 
the voice of Reaſon ; this is the voice 
of the God of Nature. So that a Re- 
formation of this Vice, of prophane 
ſwearing, will contribute much to the 
honour and proſperity of Britons. 


Thus have I demonſtrated the 
Immorality of prophane Oaths ; 
and have done it, in a Manner 
and Method, which, it is hoped, 
cannot offend the Taſte of the 
moſt delicate : and yet the unpo- 
lite, the religious, may have the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing their Con- 
duct vindicated, without any ar- 
tillery borrowed from Revelation. 


INV 


